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DPHSS Issues Guidance Memo 2021-21

Today, the Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS) issued DPHSS Guidance
Memo 2021-21, relative to the limitations on social gatherings and congregations, and
suspending in-person learning, in accordance with Executive Order No. 2021-21. DPHSS
Guidance Memo 2021-21 also provides further clarifications on the vaccination requirements for
establishments, activities, and organized sports in accordance with Executive Order No. 2021-20.

DPHSS Guidance Memo 2021-21 rescinds DPHSS Guidance Memos 2021-19 and 2021-20, and
supersedes all previous DPHSS guidance documents that are in effect, in whole or in part,
including DPHSS Guidance Memorandum 2021-18, which contradict or conflict with Executive
Order 2021-21 and this Guidance Memo 2021-21.

● Vaccination Requirements
○ Covered Establishments shall require individuals, including guests, patrons,

performers, employees, volunteers, participants, and coaches who are twelve (12)
years plus 1 month of age and older to show proof that they are vaccinated to
enter their facilities or premises. Pursuant to Executive Order 2021-20,
enforcement of this provision will commence on Monday, September 6, 2021.

○ Organizers of contact sporting events must refuse to allow coaches and
participants twelve (12) years plus one month of age and older who fail to show
proof of vaccination status as provided herein from participating in any contact
sports, trainings, or competitions.  This does not apply to organized, non-contact
sport activities or events.

○ Individuals who do not provide proof of vaccination as required may not use
indoor or outdoor portions of such facilities except to order, pick up, or pay for
food or drink for take-out orders, provided such individual properly wears a face
mask.

○ Subject to exceptions listed in DPHSS Guidance Memo 2021-21, covered
Establishments must ensure all employees who routinely work onsite provide
proof that they are vaccinated before entering or working in any facility by
September 27, 2021.

○ Individuals seeking a medical or religious exemption to vaccination shall submit
an official request with supporting document(s) to publichealth@dphss.guam.gov,
or delivered to Immunization Program of DPHSS, located in Castle Mall, Unit #9,
130 University Drive, Mangilao, Guam 96913, from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.,
Monday through Friday except recognized Government of Guam holidays.
Employee may continue to work while waiting for issuance of DPHSS exemption.
Employees who receive medical or religious exemption shall be required to
undergo a COVID-19 test once weekly.

● Congregations and Social Gatherings
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○ Congregations and social gatherings shall be limited to no more than ten (10)
vaccinated persons for indoor activities, and no more than twenty-five (25)
vaccinated persons for outdoor activities.  This includes guests, participants,
coaches, patrons, performers, volunteers, or employees.

○ There shall be no more than ten (10) vaccinated persons per group or table
indoors, and no more than twenty-five (25) vaccinated persons per group or table
outdoors.

○ Each table shall be separated by a minimum of six (6) feet physical distance.
When it is difficult to maintain a six (6) feet distance between groups or tables,
physical barriers, which separate each group, must be installed.  The top
horizontal edge height of physical barriers must not be less than the top of the
head of the tallest person of the group.

○ Organizers of events, such as sporting events, concerts, outreach activities, night
markets, fiestas, food truck rallies, and other similar events are responsible for
implementing and enforcing the minimum requirements set forth in applicable
DPHSS Guidance Memorandum and this document.

○ Unvaccinated individuals twelve (12) years plus one month of age and older may
not participate in social gatherings with individuals who are not members of their
household.

○ Children under twelve (12) years and one month of age may attend social
gatherings.

○ A party/group of individuals numbering 11 or more for indoors, or 26 or more for
outdoors, shall not attend or participate in the same event by claiming to be
separate party/group to circumvent Executive Order 2021-21 or this
Memorandum.

●   In-Person Learning
○ All public and private schools serving pre-kindergarten through 12th grade shall be

suspended for in-person instruction and activities, except to conduct activities that
support distance learning, such as curb-side pick-up, delivery of materials and
documents, use of facilities by students, faculty and staff to facilitate distance
learning, and teachers utilizing their classrooms to conduct virtual classes,
provided that they adhere to minimum requirements set forth in DPHSS Guidance
Memorandum 2021-19 (Revision 2) regarding social distancing, wearing of
masks, etc, and the requirements in this Memorandum pertaining to congregation
and social gatherings.

○ All athletics, after-school activities, inter-school activities, and busing shall be
suspended.

To view DPHSS Guidance Memo 2021-21 in its entirety, CLICK HERE.

For further questions, contact the Division of Environmental Health at 300-9579 from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, or email, dphss-deh@dphss.guam.gov.

For the latest information on COVID-19, visit dphss.guam.gov or guamrecovery.com. For
inquiries on COVID-19, contact 311 through a local number, or call the Joint Information Center
at (671) 478-0208/09/10.
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